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The Report has  gathered i n  one volume a concise l i s t ing  of the  important 

parameters to  be evaluated i n  assess ing  pa t ien t  benefi t  and radiological 

safety i n  t h e  pract ice  of Nuclear Medicine. I t  wi l l  be  of benefi t  to  

anyone involved i n  decis ion making i n  t h i s  branch of Medicine, e . g .  

Nuclear Medicine c l i n i c i a n s ,  Hospital Ethics  Committees, Hospital 

P h y s i c i s t s ,  Radiopharmacists and  even those t o  whom high cost  Capital 

Purchase proposals  a r e  submi t ted .  I t  descr ibes  i n  systematic  order  the  

under ly ing  pr inc ip les  i n  t h e  design of radiopharmaceut icals  and  nuclear  

detect ion instrumentat ion i n  suf f ic ien t  detai l  t o  educate  the  reader  without 

boring him or losing him i n  unnecessary mathematical complexi t ies .  

The chapter  on Radiation Dosimetry conta ins  useful  worked examples 

and  a good bibl iography for  those r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  reading.  The Report 

is of U.S. origin and  therefore  r e p r e s e n t s  c u r r e n t  legis la t ive pract ice  

i n  the  U S A .  Whilst many aspec ts  of t h i s  a r e  appropr ia te  throughout t h e  

world and  t h e  general concepts  descr ibed  a r e  of un iversa l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y ,  

i t  should be remembered t h a t  o ther  National Regulatory au thor i t ies  may 

apply  d i f fe ren t  r u l e s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  of respons ib i l i ty .  This  may a p p l y  

par t icu lar ly  i n  I n s t i t u t e  or  Pract i t ioner  Licensing and i n  the  Approval 

of Cl inical  T r i a l s  and  of new Radiopharmaceuticals. The t e x t  is 

up-to-date i n  its descr ip t ion  of instrumentat ion i n  general terms and 

i t  would be inappropr ia te  for  such  a r e p o r t  to be  more spec i f ic .  

Similar ly  its review of ava i lab le  radiopharmaceut icals  i s  c u r r e n t  i n  terms 

of FDA approved products  although s l igh t ly  out-of-date i n  a r e a s  with 

l e s s  r igorous regulatory requi rements .  The t i t l e  of the  Report adequately 

and accura te ly  descr ibes  i t s  contents  bu t  many r e a d e r s  may have 

prefer red  more specif ic  guidance on decis ion making from a body with 

so much e x p e r t i s e  a t  its d isposa l .  
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